FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ~ Staten Island Middle School SCHOLARS PROGRAM:

1.  When and where will the Staten Island Middle School SCHOLARS PROGRAM begin?

Sixth grade classes began in September, 2010 at the following 3 schools:

IS 27  (Prall I.S.) located at 11 Clove Lake Place, SI, NY 10310

IS 49  (Dreyfus I.S.) located at 101 Warren Street, SI, NY 10304

IS 75  (Paulo I.S.) located at 455 Huguenot Avenue, SI, NY 10312

These schools were chosen to house the program in order to cover the widest possible geographic area. 
2.  How many seats will be available in each of those schools?

In order to retain the program, each of the three middle schools needed a minimum of 20 enrolled students, with a maximum of 30 seats available at each of the four schools. 
(Total available seats = 90 district-wide)

3.  What are the criteria for enrollment in the Middle School SCHOLARS PROGRAM?

Staten Island 5th grade students who scored double level 4’s on their fourth grade NYS ELA & Math standardized tests were eligible to apply for enrollment in this program.  All public school students who scored double 4/4’s can obtain an application at their current public school. (Approximately 250 public school students qualify to participate)
4.  How will a student receive the application for enrollment in the SCHOLARS PROGRAM?

All public school 5th grade students who scored double level 4/4s in fourth grade can obtain an application at their current elementary school.  Zoning is not involved in enrollment; all eligible students will be able to apply, regardless of which schools they are already zoned for.  Applications were due back by March 23, 2010.
5.  If a child is in private school and they score double 4/4s, will they automatically be sent an application or do they need to apply in another way? 
Since private school students are not in the Department of Education system, DOE cannot automatically mail them an application.  If a private school student with double 4/4 scores is interested in applying, the family should contact the Borough Enrollment Office to present the scores and receive an application.  The Staten Island Borough Enrollment Office is located at the Petrides Complex, Building A - Room 102A, 715 Ocean Terrace, Staten Island, NY 10301, phone: 718-420-5629.
6.  How will a student be assigned to one of the three schools?

On the application, students will be asked to prioritize their choice of the three school locations. After the application deadline, offers went out to fill the seats.  Students were ranked for entrance according to their combined fourth grade Math & ELA standardized test scores. 
(Highest scorer gets 1st choice school, regardless of home zoned school.)

7.  What happens if more students apply than there are available seats?

If more students apply than the number of offers available, applicants received priority based on their ranked score within the test-level-4 range.  The same method applies to how students’ choices among schools would be prioritized. (Highest scorer gets preference.)

If there are still seats available after the initial offering, there will be a limited appeals process for students who did not receive an offer and who might be able to fill in empty seats, but this will be very limited and will not be an on-going wait-list process.  
(continued on next page)

8.  Will it be possible to obtain a “sibling variance” for a younger sister or brother into the same school as a child who is enrolled in the SCHOLARS PROGRAM? 
There are no sibling preferences at the middle school level. 

9.  Will children be able to test into the SCHOLARS PROGRAM in future years?  If they didn't qualify for entrance into 6th grade can they somehow qualify to enter in the 7th or 8th grade?

The Department of Education anticipates filling some empty seats in the upper grades, but has not yet determined the process or criteria involved in those placement decisions. 
10.  Will students be offered free transportation for this program?

Transportation eligibility is determined on the basis of a student's grade level and the distance between the student's residence and school, under the same criteria as for all students in NYC.  (Residence/school distances are determined by the DOE Office of Pupil Transportation using the shortest walking route.)
· 6th grade students residing more than ½ mile, but less than 1 mile from the school are eligible for  half-fare transportation*
· 6th grade students residing more than 1 mile from the school are eligible for  full-fare transportation**

· 7th and 8th grade students residing more than ½ mile, but less than 1½ miles from the school are eligible for half-fare transportation*
· 7th and 8th grade students residing more than 1½ miles from the school are eligible for full-fare transportation**
*Students eligible for half-fare transportation will be issued a half-fare MTA MetroCard by the office in their school that distributes MetroCards.
**Students eligible for full-fare transportation may be issued a full-fare MTA MetroCard by the office in their school that distributes MetroCards or they may apply for yellow bus service.  

NOTE: No yellow school bus transportation is offered to students residing more than 5 miles from the school.
11.  How many G&T SAGE Program students qualify for the Middle School SCHOLARS PROGRAM? 
DOE does not currently have the capacity to estimate how many of the 250 qualifiers are currently in an elementary school G&T SAGE Program.  This is something the DOE will look into assessing in the future. 


